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REGULATORY ALERT 

The following is taken from the Federal Register 
Vol.79 No.243 Final Rule dated Dec.18, 2014 and 

is intended to provide the revised regulatory 
language 

In § 392.7, FMCSA adds “wheels and rims” and “emergency equipment” to the pre-trip list in paragraph 

(a) in order to harmonize it with the post-trip list in § 396.11(a)(1). Additionally, FMCSA amends 49 
CFR part 396 by deleting the sentence in § 396.11(a)(2) that reads “If no defect or deficiency is 

discovered by or reported to the driver, the report shall so indicate.” In its place, FMCSA inserts “The 

driver of a passenger-carrying CMV must prepare and submit a report even if no defect or deficiency is 
discovered by or reported to the driver; the drivers of all other commercial motor vehicles are not 

required to prepare or submit a report if no defect or deficiency is discovered by or reported to the 

driver.” FMCSA also makes minor editorial and formatting changes to the remainder of the text of § 
396.11(a)(2). 

The Agency makes a technical change to § 396.11 to eliminate redundant language. In the final rule of June 

12, 2012 (77 FR 34852), the text of 
§ 396.11(c) was moved to § 396.11(a)(3) and the text of § 396.11(d) was moved to § 396.11(a)(5). 

However, the amendatory text to delete paragraphs (c) and (d) was not included in that final rule. The 

Agency corrects that omission here.  

§ 392.7 Equipment, inspection and use. 
(a) No commercial motor vehicle shall be driven unless the driver is satisfied that the following parts and 

accessories are in good working order, nor shall any driver fail to use or make use of such parts and 
accessories when and as needed: 

  Service brakes, including trailer brake connections. 

  Parking (hand) brake. 
  Steering mechanism. 

  Lighting devices and reflectors. 

  Tires. 
  Horn. 

  Windshield wiper or wipers. 

  Rear-vision mirror or mirrors. 

  Coupling devices. 
  Wheels and rims. 

  Emergency equipment. 

     
PART 396—INSPECTION, REPAIR, AND MAINTENANCE 

§ 396.11 Driver vehicle inspection report(s). 

 (2) Report content. (i) The report must identify the vehicle and list any defect or deficiency discovered by or 

reported to the driver which would affect the safety of operation of the vehicle or result in its mechanical 
breakdown. If a driver operates more than one vehicle during the day, a report must be prepared for each 

vehicle operated. The driver of a passenger-carrying CMV subject to this regulation must prepare and 

submit a report even if no defect or deficiency is discovered by or reported to the driver; the drivers of all 
other commercial motor vehicles are not required to prepare or submit a report if no defect or deficiency is 

discovered by or reported to the driver. (ii) The driver must sign the report. On two-driver operations, 

only one driver needs to sign the driver vehicle inspection report, provided both drivers agree as to the 
defects or deficiencies identified.  

If you have any questions you can reach our technical staff through our NJ office at 609-426-0555. 

(Click here for a complete copy of the Final Rule.) 
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